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Prepare to …

describe a photo

Oral exam. Describing photos.
A

B

Task: Look at the photos. Talk about the similarities and differences
between them. Speculate about how you think the people feel and say
which situation you would prefer.

1

Look at the photos and read the task. How would you answer it?

2

Listen to a student answering the task in 1. In pairs, discuss how well
the student responded to the task.
2/61

3a
3b
1
2
3
4
5
6

2/62 Listen to another student answering the task. What does she say when she
doesn’t remember the word for something?

Listen to the second speaker again and decide if the statements are true or false.
Give reasons to support your answers.
2/62

The speaker says that the first difference is about when the events are taking place.
The speaker thinks the first photo could be of some type of industrial action.
The speaker thinks this is an effective way of getting what you want.
The speaker thinks the people might feel satisfied in the second situation.
The speaker sees a similarity in the objective of the two groups of people.
The speaker would choose to be in the second situation.

Remember: Unit 10
In Unit 10 you prepared to compare and contrast photos. Write as many phrases as you
can for each category below.
Describing similarities
Describing differences

Both the pictures are ...
In the first picture we can see X, whereas ...
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4

Read the words for talking about events. Write them under the appropriate headings.

a get-together          a great atmosphere          a wedding anniversary          backing singers
an amazing performance          candidates          different generations          fans
get back in touch          a grandstand          a home crowd          an invigilator          a support band
a stadium          keep an eye on the time          nervous tension          play an encore
a sporting event

a family celebration

a public examination a concert

Checklist
Comparing photos
Remember to ...
1 Give more than
one similarity and
difference between
the photos.

5

Think of a time when you attended one of the events in the table.
Prepare notes to help you describe your experience.

6

Work in pairs. Decide who is Student A and Student B, then
read your roles.

2 Speculate about
what might be
happening in the
photo, where people
might be and how
they might feel.
3 Give your opinion
about the photo,
explaining the
reasons for
your opinion.

A

Task
Student A
You are going to describe
the photos on this page.
Talk about the similarities
and differences between
them. Say how you think
the people feel in each one,
and which situation you’d
prefer to be in and why.

B

Student B
You are going to describe
the photos on page 106.
Talk about the similarities
and differences between
them. Say how you think
the people feel in each one,
and which situation you’d
prefer to be in and why.
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15 Prepare to …

have a formal debate

1

2
1
2
3
4
5
6

3

Look at the pictures. Work in pairs to discuss what you can see.

2/63 Listen to the first part of a description of a formal debate and decide if the
statements are true or false. Give reasons to support your answers.

A formal debate is just like an uncontrolled argument.
Lots of people consider debating to be a hobby.
The motion is always something in the news at the present time.
In a debate there are generally two teams called Affirmative and Negative.
The main parts of the debate are presenting your arguments and arguing against the other
team’s points.
Your team will get extra marks if you personally criticize the speakers of the opposing team.

Now listen to the second part of the description and complete statements 1-3
using words from the box.
2/64

rebut (x2)       state       restate       sum up the team’s argument  

1
2
3

The first speakers on each team take turns to
their team’s argument.
The second speakers on each team take turns to
their teams argument,
and
the opposing team’s argument.
The third speakers take turns to
but they don’t
the other team’s argument.

4

Listen to details of the judging process and complete the descriptions of
a formal debate.

1
2

marks are given for the content of the argument. This is called the ‘matter’.
The way in which the speakers develop and organize their argument is called the
.
There are
marks available for this.
The conduct of the speakers  is called their ‘manner’ and there are
marks available for this.  

3

2/65
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Task
The motion is ...
It is time to end the dominance
of football on TV. Discuss.

5

Read the task box.
Think about how you
feel about the motion.

6

Once your teacher has
divided you into teams,
prepare your
arguments.
Use the checklist
to help you.

Checklist
Planning
Use the internet to
research facts for
your argument.
Organization
Decide who is going
to speak and when.
Sequence the main
points of your
argument.
Practice
Rehearse each
person’s speech
Try to predict what
the other team will
argue and practise
your responses.

Remember: Units 5 and 10
a In Unit 5 and Unit 10, you practised using linking expressions.
Write the formal equivalents of the following ...
• to start off with        • another reason is        • I also think   
b Check your answers on pages 28-33 and 58-63.
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15 Prepare to …

C. The Highl

and Games,

do a project

1

Scotland.

Look at photos A–C of some traditional events in Britain.
Work in pairs to compare and contrast the photos.

A. Royal Ascot horse races.

lstice
mer so
enge.
B. Sum ons, Stoneh
ti
a
r
b
cele

2

Listen to three people talking about the events in the photos and
answer the questions.
2/66

Which event do they
describe?

What were the other
people like?

Did the speaker enjoy it?

Speaker 1
Speaker 2
Speaker 3

3

2/66

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Clothes played an important part.
There’s a spiritual side to the event.
It has connections with the past.
The event happens at a particular time of day.
There was a sporting element to the event.
Social status was important.
There was a musical element to the event.

4
1
2
3
4

Listen again. Write A, B or C to indicate which photo sentences 1-7 refer to.

In pairs, answer the questions.
Which event would you most like to attend and why?
What traditional events have you been to in your country?
What did you like or dislike about them?
Do you think it is important to maintain traditions? Why/why not?
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Use the internet to research a visit to an event in Britain.
Your project must include …
•
•
•
•

5

details about which event you chose and why
examples of what you’re going to do while you’re there
your decisions about accommodation and travel
details of travel and accommodation costs.

ry music fest

ival

Read the words to describe what is happening in
photos 1-3. Write 1, 2 or 3 to indicate which photo
you associate with each word or phrase.

amateur theatre groups
camping

   buskers

   cosy venues

international championship

   

   trophy
   knockout tournament

main stage

   street performers

to headline

   top level players

6

1. Glastonbu

   support act

  
  

   

Read the project box. Work in pairs or small groups.
Plan a visit to one of the events.
3

ips

mpionsh

nnis cha

don te
. Wimble

2. Edinburgh fringe festival

Remember: Units 5 and 10
a	In Unit 5, you prepared to discuss plans for a weekend. Write any expressions you
can remember for...
• making suggestions             • agreeing and disagreeing   
b	In Unit 10, you prepared to present a campaign. Write any expressions you can
remember for...
• explaining the reasons for your ideas             • describing the different aspects of your plan
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