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CPE Practice Online  
 
This is an CPE exam preparation course. It corresponds to CEFR level C2. There are 7 units mirroring the format of the CPE exam. Resources 
within each unit are grouped into Reading, Writing, Use of English and Listening. 
 
 
 
 
 

UNIT 1 Description Title 
0 Exam Practice 1 This syllabus item provides practice of the kind of exercises candidates are 

expected to do in the CPE exam.  
 Syllabus components Syllabus component description  
 Use of English Keying in the missing words to complete a text about British advertising. Keying in the 

correct forms of given words to complete a text about computer passwords. Keying in 
the words missing from groups of three sentences. Keying in the missing words to 
complete a second sentence so that it means the same as the first, using a given word. 
Keying in the correct sentence letters to match the sentences to the parts of the text 
they summarize. 

Paper 1 Part 1 

 Listening Listening to four short recordings and choosing the correct answer for each question. 
Listening to part of a radio programme about a tea company and keying in missing 
information to complete sentences. Listening to part of a radio programme about TV 
viewing and choosing the correct answers to multiple choice questions. Understanding 
gist and specific information by listening to people talking and matching topics and 
opinions with each speaker. 

Paper 1 Part 2 

 Writing Writing a letter of complaint to a hotel group's head office about your stay at one of 
their hotels. Writing an article for a local newspaper describing adventurous or unusual 
holidays and giving your views on why they are becoming so popular.  

Paper 1 Part 3 

 Reading Reading for detailed comprehension of points made, opinions expressed and 
vocabulary used in three extracts. Choosing the correct options to answer questions on 
texts about writers' schooldays. Keying in the correct paragraph letters to complete a 
text about a writer. Choosing the correct options to answer questions on a text about 
chess champions. 

Paper 1 Part 4 

   Paper 2 Part 1 

   Paper 2 Part 2 

   Paper 3 Part 1 

   Paper 3 Part 2 

   Paper 3 Part 3 

   Paper 3 Part 4 

   Paper 3 Part 5 

   Paper 4 Part 1 

   Paper 4 Part 2 

   Paper 4 Part 3 

   Paper 4 Part 4 
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UNIT 2 Description Title 
1 Exam Practice 2 This syllabus item provides practice of the kind of exercises candidates are 

expected to do in the CPE exam.  
 Syllabus components Syllabus component description  
 Use of English Keying in the missing words to complete a text about dolphin and whale strandings. 

Keying in the correct forms of given words to complete a text about Captain Matthew 
Webb. Keying in the words missing from groups of three sentences. Keying in the 
missing words to complete a second sentence so that it means the same as the first, 
using a given word. Choosing the correct options to answer questions on a text about 
adolescence. 

Paper 1 Part 1 

 Writing Writing a report for a local newspaper based on a survey of the contents for a proposed 
magazine supplement. Writing a proposal for a household rubbish recycling scheme. 

Paper 1 Part 2 

 Reading Reading for detailed comprehension of points made, opinions expressed and 
vocabulary used in three extracts. Choosing the correct options to answer questions on 
texts relating to the subject of courses. Keying in the correct paragraph letters to 
complete a text about behaviour at work. Choosing the correct options to answer 
questions on a text about the use of business jargon. 

Paper 1 Part 3 

 Listening Listening to four short recordings and choosing the correct answer for each question. 
Listening to a talk about a famous board game and keying in missing information to 
complete sentences. Listening to an interview about life coaching and choosing the 
correct answers to multiple choice questions. Listening to a discussion between two 
shop managers and matching opinions to the correct speaker. 

Paper 1 Part 4 

   Paper 2 Part 1 

   Paper 2 Part 2 

   Paper 3 Part 1 

   Paper 3 Part 2 

   Paper 3 Part 3 

   Paper 3 Part 4 

   Paper 3 Part 5 

   Paper 4 Part 1 

   Paper 4 Part 2 

   Paper 4 Part 3 

   Paper 4 Part 4 

    
UNIT 3 Description Title 
2 Exam Practice 3 This syllabus item provides practice of the kind of exercises candidates are 

expected to do in the CPE exam.  
 Syllabus components Syllabus component description  
 Writing Writing a proposal for an arts festival. Paper 1 Part 1 

 Use of English Keying in the missing words to complete a text about the health benefits of laughing. 
Keying in the missing words to complete a text about Arctic research. Keying in the 
correct forms of given words to complete a text about a watchmaker. Keying in the 
words missing from groups of three sentences. Keying in the missing words to 
complete a second sentence so that it means the same as the first, using a given word. 
Choosing the correct options to answer questions on texts about the English 'class 
system'. 

Paper 1 Part 2 

 Reading Reading for detailed comprehension of points made, opinions expressed and 
vocabulary used in three extracts. Choosing the correct options to answer questions on 
texts relating to the subject of the English language. Keying in the correct paragraph 
letters to complete a text about writing an unusual kind of novel. Choosing the correct 
options to answer questions on a text about downshifting. 

Paper 1 Part 3 

 Listening Listening to four short recordings and choosing the correct answer for each question. 
Listening to a woman talking about her career and keying in missing information to 
complete sentences. Listening to an interview with a ballet dancer and choosing the 
correct answers to multiple choice questions. Listening to a discussion between two 
friends and matching opinions to the correct speaker. 

Paper 1 Part 4 

   Paper 2 Part 1 

   Paper 3 Part 1 

   Paper 3 Part 1 

   Paper 3 Part 2 

   Paper 3 Part 3 

   Paper 3 Part 4 

   Paper 3 Part 5 

   Paper 4 Part 1 

   Paper 4 Part 2 

   Paper 4 Part 3 

   Paper 4 Part 4 
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UNIT 4 Description Title 
3 Exam Practice 4 This syllabus item provides practice of the kind of exercises candidates are 

expected to do in the CPE exam.  
 Syllabus components Syllabus component description  
 Writing Writing an essay on the points raised in the introduction to a book about the Arts. Paper 1 Part 1 

 Listening Listening to four short recordings and choosing the correct answer for each question. 
Listening to part of a radio programme about waste and keying in missing information 
to complete sentences. Listening to an interview on a cultural affairs programme and 
choosing the correct answers to multiple choice questions. Listening to a discussion 
between two businessmen and matching opinions to the correct speaker. 

Paper 1 Part 2 

 Reading Reading for detailed comprehension of points made, opinions expressed and 
vocabulary used in three extracts. Choosing the correct options to answer questions on 
texts relating to the subject of lifestyles and attitudes to life. Keying in the correct 
paragraph letters to complete a text about how the brain works. Choosing the correct 
options to answer questions on a text about attitudes and behaviour at work. 

Paper 1 Part 3 

 Use of English Keying in the missing words to complete a text about the invention of the wheel. Keying 
in the correct forms of given words to complete a text about an English word's origins. 
Keying in the correct forms of given words to complete a text about online university 
study. Keying in the words missing from groups of three sentences. Keying in the 
missing words to complete a second sentence so that it means the same as the first, 
using a given word. Choosing the correct options to answer questions on texts about 
travelling. 

Paper 1 Part 4 

   Paper 2 Part 1 

   Paper 3 Part 1 

   Paper 3 Part 2 

   Paper 3 Part 2 

   Paper 3 Part 3 

   Paper 3 Part 4 

   Paper 3 Part 5 

   Paper 4 Part 1 

   Paper 4 Part 2 

   Paper 4 Part 3 

   Paper 4 Part 4 

    
UNIT 5 Description Title 
4 Exam Practice 5 This syllabus item provides practice of the kind of exercises candidates are 

expected to do in the CPE exam.  
 Syllabus components Syllabus component description  
 Writing Writing an article about the role of advertising in society for a magazine. Paper 1 Part 1 

 Listening Listening to four short recordings and choosing the correct answer for each question. 
Listening to a talk about report writing and keying in missing information to complete 
sentences. Listening to part of a radio programme about communication and choosing 
the correct answers to multiple choice questions. Listening to a discussion between an 
author and a researcher and matching opinions to the correct speaker. 

Paper 1 Part 2 

 Reading Reading for detailed comprehension of points made, opinions expressed and 
vocabulary used in three extracts. Choosing the correct options to answer questions on 
texts relating to the subject of science and discoveries. Keying in the correct paragraph 
letters to complete a text about the TV-watching habits of children. Choosing the 
correct options to answer questions on a text about entertainment. 

Paper 1 Part 3 

 Use of English Keying in the missing words to complete a text about predictions on what life will be like 
in 2020. Keying in the correct forms of given words to complete a text about the 
cartoon character Mickey Mouse. Keying in the words missing from groups of three 
sentences. Keying in the missing words to complete a second sentence so that it 
means the same as the first, using a given word. Selecting sentences to complete a 
text summary. 

Paper 1 Part 4 

   Paper 2 Part 1 

   Paper 3 Part 1 

   Paper 3 Part 2 

   Paper 3 Part 3 

   Paper 3 Part 3 

   Paper 3 Part 4 

   Paper 3 Part 5 

   Paper 4 Part 1 

   Paper 4 Part 2 

   Paper 4 Part 3 

   Paper 4 Part 4 
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UNIT 6 Description Title 
5 Exam Practice 6 This syllabus item provides practice of the kind of exercises candidates are 

expected to do in the CPE exam.  
 Syllabus components Syllabus component description  
 Writing Writing an article about the role of mealtimes within the family for a magazine. Paper 1 Part 1 

 Use of English Keying in the missing words to complete a text about a famous photographer. Keying in 
the correct forms of given words to complete a text about computer pioneer, Charles 
Babbage. Keying in the words missing from groups of three sentences. Keying in the 
missing words to complete a second sentence so that it means the same as the first, 
using a given word. Choosing the correct options to answer questions on texts about 
dreams and dreaming. 

Paper 1 Part 3 

 Listening Listening to four short recordings and choosing the correct answer for each question. 
Listening to part of a radio programme about the Antarctic and keying in missing 
information to complete sentences. Listening to part of a radio programme about urban 
transport and keying in missing information to complete sentences. Listening to a 
discussion about time and choosing the correct answers to multiple choice questions. 
Listening to a discussion between two people about online study and matching 
opinions to the correct speaker. 

Paper 1 Part 3 

 Reading Reading for detailed comprehension of points made, opinions expressed and 
vocabulary used in three extracts. Keying in the correct paragraph letters to complete a 
text about making pizza. Keying in the correct paragraph letters to complete a text 
about identity cards. Choosing the correct options to answer questions on a text about 
couples' arguments.  

Paper 1 Part 4 

   Paper 2 Part 1 

   Paper 3 Part 1 

   Paper 3 Part 2 

   Paper 3 Part 3 

   Paper 3 Part 4 

   Paper 3 Part 5 

   Paper 4 Part 1 

   Paper 4 Part 2 

   Paper 4 Part 2 

   Paper 4 Part 3 

   Paper 4 Part 4 

UNIT 7 Description Title 
6 Exam Practice 7 This syllabus item provides practice of the kind of exercises candidates are 

expected to do in the CPE exam.  
 Syllabus components Syllabus component description  
 Reading Reading for detailed comprehension of points made, opinions expressed and 

vocabulary used in three extracts. Keying in the correct paragraph letters to complete 
an extract from a novel. Choosing the correct options to answer questions on a text 
about self-portraits. 

Paper 1 Part 1 

 Writing Writing an article for the Science Club magazine exploring alternative sources of 
energy, the advantages and disadvantages of their use and expressing your opinion on 
the issue. Writing a proposal for schemes which could improve an aspect of life in the 
local area. 

Paper 1 Part 2 

 Use of English Keying in the missing words to complete a text about race in Britain. Keying in the 
correct forms of given words to complete a text about Ronald Reagan. Keying in the 
words missing from groups of three sentences. Keying in the missing words to 
complete a second sentence so that it means the same as the first, using a given word. 
Choosing the correct options to answer questions on texts about online gaming. 

Paper 1 Part 3 

 Listening Listening to four short recordings and choosing the correct answer for each question. 
Listening to part of a radio programme about making a TV documentary and keying in 
missing information to complete sentences. Listening to an interview with a writer and 
choosing the correct answers to multiple choice questions. Listening to a discussion 
between two writers and matching opinions to the correct speaker. 

Paper 1 Part 4 

   Paper 2 Part 1 

   Paper 2 Part 2 

   Paper 3 Part 1 

   Paper 3 Part 2 

   Paper 3 Part 3 

   Paper 3 Part 4 

   Paper 3 Part 5 

   Paper 4 Part 1 

   Paper 4 Part 2 

   Paper 4 Part 3 

   Paper 4 Part 4 
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